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MEMO 

 
 

 

TO          Sponsors of the Summer Meals Programs 

FROM     Vonda Ramp, M.S., R.D. 
State Director, Child Nutrition Programs 

DATE     June 30, 2023 

RE USDA Waiver Requests for Summer 2023 

 
 
MESSAGE: 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), Division of Food and Nutrition (DFN), has 
requested a waiver from the following regulations for Summer 2023 to facilitate Program 
operations and protect health and safety of staff and children. 
 

Seamless Summer Option (SSO) and Summer Food Service Program (SFSP):  
The following waiver will provide flexibility to local Program operators to provide non-congregate 
meals on days there is a Code Red Air Quality Alert issued by the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection or National Weather Service and the local Program operator does not 
have appropriate indoor accommodations.   
 

• Non-Congregate Meal Service during Summer 2023 [42 U.S.C. 1753(b)(1)(A), 42U.S.C. 

1761(a)(1)(D), and 7 CFR 225.6(e)(15)] 
 
This is a required public notice that PDE, DFN submitted a request to USDA for waivers from 
the aforementioned regulations and does not imply the waivers have been approved at this 
time.  
 
Questions may be directed to Vonda Ramp at vramp@pa.gov.  
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